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Baltic Earth -
Earth system science for the Baltic Sea region

Vision of the programme

To achieve an improved Earth System 
understanding of the Baltic Sea region

• Interdisciplinary and international collaboration 
(conferences, workshops, joint projects etc.)

• Holistic view on the Earth system of the Baltic Sea 
region, encompassing processes in the atmosphere, on 
land and in the sea and also in the anthroposphere

• “Service to society” in the respect that thematic 
assessments provide an overview over knowledge 
gaps which need to be filled (e.g. by funded projects)

• Education (summer and winter schools)

• Inherits the BALTEX network of scientists and 
infrastructuren

• Succeeds BALTEX since the 7th Study Conference on 
BALTEX, Borgholm, Öland, Sweden, 10-14 June 2013



Baltic Earth Infrastructure

• International Baltic Earth Secretariat 
at Helmholtz Zentrum Geesthacht

• Baltic Earth Science Steering Group  (BESSG) country balance, gender balance, 
discipline balance, institutional balance, currently 19 members, biannual meetings 

• Working Groups installed for each Grand Challenge of the Science Plan plus
o WG on Outreach and Communication
o WG on Education (Summer and Winter schools)
o WG on the Regional Climate System Modelling

• Advisory Board

• Science Plan 2017

• Website, social media

• Publication series, Newsletter

• Publication database
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BALTEX Infrastructure and Activities

Baltic Earth SSG members
as of October 2018

Juris Aigars
Latvia

Inga Dailidienė
Lithuania

Jari Haapala
Finland

Karol Kulinski
Poland

Franz Berger
Germany

Andreas 
Lehmann
Germany

Markus 
Meier
Germany

Kai Myrberg
Finland

Irina Partasenok
Belarus

Piia Post
Estonia

Marcus 
Reckermann
Germany

Gregor Rehder
Germany

Anna Rutgersson
Sweden

Corinna 
Schrum
Germany

Martin Stendel
Denmark

Ralf 
Weisse
Germany

Sergey Zhuravlev
Russia

Matthias Gröger
Sweden Tarmo Soomere

Estonia



www.baltex-research.euwww.baltic-earth.eu
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BALTEX Infrastructure and Activities

Baltic Earth 
Advisory Board

Jannica Haldin
HELCOMAndris Andrusailtis

BONUS

Fritz Köster
Denmark

Jüri Elken
Estonia

Hans-Jörg Isemer
Germany

Kay Emeis
Germany

Valery Vuglinsky
Russia

Hans von Storch
Germany

Anders Omstedt
Sweden

Sirje Keevallik
Estonia

Joan Cuxart Rodamilans
GEWEX-GHP
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BALTEX Infrastructure and Activities

Baltic Earth Conferences
Conferences
Workshops and
Seminars
Summer Schools

1st Baltic Earth Conference
Nida, Lithuania, June 2016

2nd Baltic Earth Conference
Helsingør, Denmark, June 2018

Rome, Italy, Nov 2015 HyMex

Vienna, Austria, Apr 2015, Apr 2016 EGU

Hamburg, Germany
May 2014, Mar 2015, Sep 2016

Palma de Mallorca, Spain, March 2018 (with MedCORDEX)

Events

Plus… dedicated sessions at AGU and EGU!



Baltic Earth Young Scientists

Young Scientist events 
at Baltic Earth Conferences

Summer Schools

Askö 2017

Askö 2016

Askö 2015

Tartu 2015

Vilsandi 2015

Helsingor 2018

Askö 2018
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Baltic Earth Science Plan and Grand Challenges

• Flexible science plan with a continuously on-going definition of 
core research questions which are identified to be key scientific 
issues, so-called “Grand Challenges” (GCs)

• New Grand Challenges will be identified at conferences and by 
using assessments of existing research by dedicated working 
groups. Grand Challenges are envisaged to be research foci for 
periods of about 3-4 years (then terminated or updated).



baltic.earth

Baltic Earth 
Science Plan 
2017



Baltic Earth Assessment Reports (BEAR)

Independent per-reviewed review articles of the available knowledge on the
Baltic Earth Grand Challenges and other related topics

Review paper format published as Special Issue in Open Access Journal

• Salinity dynamics (BE-GC1)
• Land-sea interlinkages (BE-GC2)
• Natural hazards and extreme events (BE-GC3)
• Sea level dynamics and coastal erosion (BE-GC4) 
• Regional variability of water and energy exchanges (BE-GC5) 
• Multiple drivers for Earth system changes (BE-GC6)
• Coupled regional Earth system Modelling (BE topic)
• Climate change and impacts in the Baltic Sea region (BACC III)
• New climate observation systems (new BE topic)

Starting now in 2018, striving for finalization in 2020…
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